
Liza* 

Liza got married in the year 2008. She is physically disabled since birth. Before marriage, 

her husband knew about her disability and yet, agreed to marry her. With all the 

commonplace rituals and functions involved, they got married in the court and then the 

temple. Her father worked as security guard for a private farm, and her mother used to 

cook in a hospital; despite of having financial crisis, they somehow managed to give a 

dowry of Rs. 50,000, alongside all required household materials, to the groom’s family. 

They did not hesitate to do this, as Liza is the only child of her parents. 

After three years of marriage, her husband started brutally torturing her, owing to her 

disability. He beat her and asked her to bring more money from her father. Even though 

he had started inflicting some of the torture right after the wedding, she succeeded in 

tolerating it. In these three years, she mothered two children. Shortly afterwards, she 

came to from her in-laws that her husband had married thrice. He used to threaten her 

of suicide, and meanwhile tormented her ruthlessly. In the fear that he might actually 

take the drastic step of killing himself, Liza used to put up with his insensitive behavior.  

In 2012, he got married for the fourth time, to a married lady this time, and brought her 

home. Soni, following this turn of events, lost her patience and left the house with her 

children. She came back to her parents’ place, and filed a case against her husband in the 

Hazipur Court. The case, however, still lies dormant, and no action whatsoever has been 

taken against the perpetrator. Her husband used to call her and tell her to withdraw the 

case, often threatening to take the custody of their children, and also kill her. 

Finally, with all these problems, she went to Gandhi Maidan police station and shared 

her plight with the police-in-charge. He in turn asked for her husband’s number and told 

her to keep quiet, saying they will take care of the matter. The officer also told her, “No 

one marries a girl with disability, and no one likes to take care of disabled people either. 

You are lucky that your husband married you, otherwise you would be left all alone, forced 

to survive on your own.” Liza informed him that her husband knew beforehand that she 



was handicapped, yet he took advantage of the situation; he used her as toy, played with 

her, and eventually left her. Over again, the police officer asked Liza to be in her limits; 

he said, “You are a girl, know when to stop. Do not cross your limits.”   

Soni, to present, has been rendered absolutely powerless, but she still aspires to get 

justice, and wants those people, who dare to play with the lives girls with disabilities and 

use them to their own advantage, to get aptly punished. 

*Name changed to protect identity 

 

 


